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Fake News
Tell-tale signs based on the fake news article asserts that Gunderson was arrested and charged with unlawful use of biological waste and having a trash bag that had aborted baby parts (Flagg, 2017). In addition, she aimed at displaying them at her Halloween party. However, Gunderson had no intention of selling the aborted body parts or to show the negative impacts of abortion as the reports suggested. She goes on and defends her actions claiming that the waste could not have come into direct contact with anyone. When Sky’s reports engaged the police in an attempt to investigate the case, they arrested Gunderson and took her into custody. This was followed by sky police declaring the whole building as a biohazard place. For that reason, she faced a year in jail and had to part with worth $10k in case of conviction. It is evident from the article that the whole thing was ‘fake news’ since the intentions of Gunderson were not to sell the aborted body parts but to display them in her party.
Fake news mostly constitutes of political stories which are perceived as damaging a certain avenue, agency or a person (Merriam Webster, 2018). Fake news is generally not true as they lack concrete and authentic sources in which the news can be traced. Fake news spreads rapidly because of the media platforms and social networks which usually have vested and selfish interests hence we should recognize them and avoid spreading them.
Fake news is a problem to a functioning democracy because it comes with long-term negative implications for the future of a country. According to Giglietto et al. (2016), fake news results in making the public have a negative perception and bad attitudes on the government hence losing confidence in it. Consequently, it becomes difficult for the government to administer its agendas and formulate its policies since a cordial relationship between the government and the public no longer exists. Fake news also affects a functioning democracy as it interferes with the relationship between the USA and other countries. The interaction between the US and other countries is crucial since the US is able to exploit its interests. 
According to Wendy (2017), one way to avoid being misled and misinformed is by reading more than the headline. It is recommended that one should take more time to at least read a paragraph in order to get the actual story. Also, well researched and written stories will be accompanied by concrete and supporting information that has quotes and facts. This helps in determining whether the stories can be trusted and worth being spread by social networks. Verifying and confirmation of the news using other additional sources is also fundamental as far as misleading and misinforming is concerned. Many editors and authors just post stories for selfish gains but not to actually inform the public. This forces them to post anything with the aim of getting many followers. Hence, it is wise that one should consult other trusted sources that relate to the story to ensure that the story they read has pure substance and facts. 
It is dangerous to use the term ‘fake news’ too broadly since a lot of people have a negative perception of the word. When people hear the term ‘fake news’, what comes to their mind is that the news is false. For that reason, people can be subjected not to react or respond after they read the stories. In cases where a story may be urgent or need an immediate response, the public will not respond since they have a general feeling that the story is fake (Frank, 2015). For example, the USA government may advertise that there will be a national immunization forum that will feature infants in the whole country. The public may tend to ignore the advert since they think that it is one of the fake news the media is used to spreading without concrete facts. Therefore, the term ‘fake news’ should not be broadly used broadly since it results in negative implications.
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